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Step Up to Writing • Grades 6–8

Standard Formats for Citation  
and Bibliography

MLA APA

In-Text 
Citation

Basic format: (Author and page) There may 
not be a page number, such as for a website. 
If there is no author, the title of the work  
is used.

Examples:
Located where the two rivers meet, the area 
that became known as Sumer flourished in 
the southern part of Mesopotamia (Guisepi 
and Willis).

For the first time, kings and nobles edged 
out religious leaders as the supreme rulers. 
A remarkable artifact called the Sumerian 
King List survives as the first record of these 
political rulers and dynasties  
(Nemet-Nejat 20).

Basic format: (Author and date of 
publication) If there is no author, the title of 
the work is used.

Examples:
Located where the two rivers meet, the area 
that became known as Sumer flourished in 
the southern part of Mesopotamia (Guisepi 
& Willis, n.d.; The Editors of Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, n.d.).

For the first time, kings and nobles edged 
out religious leaders as the supreme rulers. 
A remarkable artifact called the Sumerian 
King List survives as the first record of 
these political rulers and dynasties (Nemet-
Nejat, 1998; The Editors of Encyclopedia 
Britannica, n.d.).

Works 
Cited and 
Reference 
List

Works Cited List Basic format: Elements 
are included in this order, for all that apply 
and are available:
Last Name, First Name, Initial. “Article, 
Chapter, or Website Title.” Book, 
Publication, or Site. City of publisher: 
Publisher, date of publication. Medium of 
publication. Date accessed if Web.

Example: (for Website, book, encyclopedia)
Guisepi, Robert A. and F. R. Willis. “Ancient 

Sumeria.” International World History 
Project. History World International, 
Jan. 2007. Web. 31 July 2013.

Nemet-Nejat, Karen Rhea. Daily Life in 
Ancient Mesopotamia. Westport: 
Greenwood Press, 1998. Print.

“Sumer.” Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 
Encyclopædia Britannica Inc., 2013. 
Web. 31 July 2013.

Reference List Basic format: Elements are 
included in this order, for all that apply and 
are available:
Last Name, First initial, Middle initial. (date 
of publication). Title of article. Title of book, 
Publication, or Site, volume number [use 
sentence-style capitalization for book titles]. 
(page). City, State of publisher: Publisher. 
Retrieved from . . .

Example: (for Website, book, encyclopedia)
The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

(n.d.). Sumer. In Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. Retrieved from  http://www.
britannica.com

Guisepi, R. A., & Willis, F. R. (n.d.). Ancient 
Sumeria. Retrieved from http://history-
world.org/sumeria.htm

Nemet-Nejat, K. R. (1998.) Daily life in 
ancient Mesopotamia. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press.




